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WHO WAS BORN IN THE REIGN OT 
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THE HIGH AND MIGHTY PRINCE, 
CHA R 1 E 8, 


0 the rel, ” Gus, 


King of Great Britain, France, and N 
| Defender of the Faith, &c. 


Os kbjeats, my Add "ws tis . 
You have the old'ſt, the greateſt, and the leaſt: 


That for an old, a great, and little man, 
No kingdom, ſure, compare with Britain can; 
One, for his extraordinary ſtature, 
Guards well your 1 and by inſtinct of 
nature, 
As he is ſtrong, is loyal, trübe; and Jüſt, 
Fit, and moſt able, for his charge and truſt. 
The other's ſmall and well compoſed feature 
Deſerves the title of a pretty creature 
And doth, (or may, ) retain as good a mind 
As greater men, and be as well inclin'd: 
„ „ 


1 3 

He may be great in ſpirit, though ſmall in 
U | _ fight, 

[ Whilſt all his beſt of ſervice, is delight. 

I. The old'ft, your ſubject is; but for my uſe, 
Il make him here, the ſubject of my muſe : 


1 And as his aged perſon gain'd the grace, 
That were his Sovereign was, to be in place, 
i And kiſs your royal hand ; T humbly crave, 


His-life's deſcription may acceptance have. 

And as your Majeſty hath oft before 

| Look*d on my Pres i BOY read this one 
| 8 to Fo 


' | . a! | | | 
. Tober M dear. | 1 
81 | | 
: © *Mof Humble Subject : 
, I 33 and Servant, | 
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THE OCCASION OF THIS OLD. Max's BEING 
BROUGHT OUT OF SHROPSHIRE TO LONDON. 


As it is impoſſible for the ſun to be with- 
out light, or fire to have no heat; ſo is it 
undeniable that true honour 1s as inſeparably 
addicted to virtue, as the ſteel to the load- 
ſtone ; and without great violence, neither 
the one or the other can be ſundered. Which 
manifeſtly appears, in the conveying out of 
the country of this poor ancient man ; mo- 
nument, I may ſay, and almoſt miracle of na- 
ture. For the Right Honourable Thomas 
Earl of Arundel and Surry, Earl Marſhall of 
England, &c. being lately in Shropſhire to 
viſit ſome lands and manors, which his Lord- 
ſhip holds in that county ; or, for ſome other 
occaſions of importance, which cauſed his 
Lordſhip to be there. The report of this 

aged man was certified to his honour; who, 

hearing of ſo remarkable a piece of antiquity, 

his Lordſhip was pleaſed to ſee him; and in 

"8 his 
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2 _. THE VERY OLD MAN: OR, 


his innated noble and chriſtian piety. he took 
him into his charitable tuition and protec- 


tion : commanding; that a litter and two 


horſes, for the more eaſy carriage of a man ſo 


enfeebled and worn with age, to be provided 
for him: alſo, that a daughter-in-law of his, 
named Lucy, ſhould likewiſe attend him; 


and have a horle for her own riding with 


him; and, to cheer: up the old man, and 
make him merry. There was an antique- 


faced- fellow, called Jack, or John the fool, 
with a high and mighty no beard, that had 
alſo a horſe for his carriage. "Theſe all were 
to be brought out of the country to London, 


by eaſy journies; the charges being allowed 


by his Lordſhip, and likewiſe one of his ho- 
nour's own ſervants, named Brian Kelley, to 
ride on horſeback with them, and to attend 
and defray all manner of reckonings and ex- 


pences; all Which was done A as 
: followeth. * | 
Winnington is a hamlet in the Pariſh of 


Alberbury, near a place called the Welſh | 


Poole, eight miles from Shrewſbury, from 
whence 
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THE LIFE OF THOMAS PARR. 3 


'whence he was carried to Wim, a town of 
the Earl's aforeſaid; and the next day to 
Shefnall, a manor houſe of his Lordſhip's, 
where they likewiſe ſtaid one night; from 
Shefnall they came to Woolverhampton, and 
the-next day to Brimicham, from thence to 
Coventry ; and although Maſter Kelley had 
much to do to keep the people off that 
preſſed upon him in all places where he came, 
yet at Coventry he was moſt oppreſſed ; for 
they came in ſuch multitudes to ſee the old 
man, that thoſe that defended him, were al- 
moſt quite tired and ſpent, and the aged man 
in danger to have been ſtifled; and in a word, 
the rabble were ſo unruly, that Bryan was in 
doubt he ſhould bring his charge no further; 
ſo greedy are the vulgar to hearken to or gaze 
after novelties. The trouble being over, the 
next day they paſt to Daventry, to Stony 
Stratford, to Redburn, and ſo to Lon- 
don, where he is well entertained and accom- 
modated with all things, having all the afore- 
faid attendants, at the ſole charge and coſt 
of his Lordſhip. 4 
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4 uE VERY OLD MAN : on, 


One remarkable paſſage of the old man's 
policy muſt not be omitted or forgotten, which 


is thus; his three leaſes of fixty-three years 


being expired, he took his laſt leaſe of his 
landlord, one Maſter John Porter, for his 
life; with which leaſe, he hath lived mote 


than fifty. years, as is further hereafter de- 


clared; but this old man would, for his wife's 
ſake, renew his leaſe far years, which his 
landlord would not conſent unto ; where fore 


old Parrz having been long blind; fitting in 
his chair by the fire, his wife looked out of 
the window, and perceived Maſter Edward 
Porter, the ſon of his landlord, to come to- 


wards their houſe, which the told her huſ- 
band; ſaying, huſband, our young landlord 


is coming hither : Is he ſo? ſaid old Parr; 


I pr'ythee, wife, lay a pin on the ground near 


my foot, or at my right toe; which ſhe did; 
and when young Maſter Porter, yet forty 
years old, was come into the houſe, after ſa- 
lutations between them, the old man ſaid, 
wife, is not that a pin which lies at my foot? 


Truly huſband, quoth ſhe, it is a pin indeed; 
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THE LIFE OF THOMAS PARR, 5 


To ſhe took up the pin, and Maſter Porter 


was half in a maze that the old man had re- 
covered his fight again; but it was quickly 
found to be a witty conceit, thereby to have 
them to ſuppoſe him to be more lively than he 
was; becauſe he hoped to have his leaſe re- 
newed for his wife's ſake, as aforeſaid. 

He hath had two children by his firſt wife, 
a ſon and a daughter ; the boy's name was 
John, and lived but ten weeks; the girl was 
named Joan, and ſhe lived but three weeks. 
So that it appears he hath out lived the moſt 
part of the people that are 2 near there, 
three times over. 
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T H E 
VERY OLD MAN: 


ORz THE 


LIFE OF THOMAS PARR. 


AN old man's twice a child, the proverb ſays, 
And many old men ne'er ſaw half his days, 

Of whom | write ; for he at firſt had life, 
When York and Lancaſter's domeſtic ftrife 

In her own blood had factious England drench'd, 
Until ſweet peace thoſe civil flames had quench'd, 
When as fourth Edward's reign to end drew nigh, 
John Parr, a man that liv'd by huſbandry, 

Begot this Thomas Parr, and born was he, 

The year of fourteen hundred eighty-three. 
And as his father's living and his trade, 

Was plougn and cart, ſithe, ackle, bill, and ſpade ; 
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THE VERY OLD MAN: OR, 


8 
The harrow, mattock, flail, rake, fork, and goad, 
And whip, and how to load, and to unload; 


Old Tom hath ſhew'd himſelf the ſon of John, 
And from his father's function hath not gone. 


A ON. 


Yer I have md of as mean pedigrees, 
That have attain'd to noble dignities: 
Agathocles, a potter's ſon ; and yet 

The kingdom of Sicilia he did get. 

Great Tamberlain, a Scythian ſhepherd was, 
Yet, in his time, all princes did ſurpaſs. 
Firſt Ptolemy, the king of Ægypt's land, 
A poor man's ſon of Alexander's band. 
Diocleſian, Emperor, was a ſcrivener's ſon, 
And Proba, from a gard'ner, th' empire won. 
Pertinax was a bondman's ſon, and wan 
The empire; fo did Valentinian, 
Who was the offspring of a rope- maker, 
And Maximinus of a mule- driver: 

And if 1 on the truth do rightly glance, 
Hugh Capet was a butcher, king of F rance, - 
By this I have digreſt, I have expreſt 
Promotion canes not from the eaſt or weſt. 
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THE LIFE OF THOMAS PARR. 9 


TO THE MATTER. 


So much for that, now to my theme again: 

This Thomas Parr hath liv'd th' expired reign 

Of ten great kings andqueens, th*-eleventh now ſways 
The ſceptre, bleſt by th' ancient of all days. 

He hath ſurviv'd the Edwards, fourth and fifth; 
And the third Richard, who made many a ſhift 

To place the crown on his ambitious head; 


The ſeventh and eighth brave Henries both are dead; 


S1xth Edward, Mary, Philip, El'ſabeth, 

And bleſt remember'd James, all theſe by death 
Have changed life, and almoſt leven years ſince 
The happy reign of Charles our gracious prince, 
Tom Parr hath liv'd, as by record appears, 
Nine months, one hundred fifty, and two years, 
Amongſt the learn'd, *tis held in general 

That every ſeventh year's climacterical, 

And dang'rous to man's life, and that they be 
Moſt perilous, at th age of fixty-three, ; 
Which is, nine climactericals; but this man, 
Of whom | write, ſince firſt his life began, 

Hath liv'd of climactericals ſuch plenty, 

That he hath almoſt out liv'd ————— 
For by records, and true certificate, 


From Shropſhire late, relations do relate, 
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10 THE VERY OLD MAN: OR, 


That he liv'd ſeventeen years with John his father, 
And eighteen with a maſter, which I gather 
To be full thirty-five ; his fire's deceaſe 
| Left him four years poſſeſſion of a leaſe ; 
Which paſt, Lewis Porter, gentleman, did then 
For twenty-one years grant his leaſe again: 
That leaſe expir*d; the ſon of Lewis, call'd John, 
Let him the like leaſe 3 and that time being gone, 
Then Hugh, the ſon of John, laſt nam'd before, 
For one· and. twenty years, ſold one leaſe more. 
| And laſtly, he hath held from John, Hugh” s ſon, 
A leaſe for's life theſe fifty years, out run : 
And till old Thomas Parr, to earth again 
Return, the laſt leaſe muſt his own remain. 
Thus having ſhewn th' extenſion of his age, 
P11 ſhew ſome actions of his pilgrimage. 


HIS MARRIAGE. 


A Tedious time # batchelor he tarried, 
Full eighty years of age before he married: 
His continence, to queſtion I'Il not call, 
Man's frailty's weak, and oft doth flip and fall. 
No dayþt but he in fourſcore years might find, 
In Salop's county, females fair and kind: 
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Full eighty years or age before he married. 
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. THE LIFE OF THOMAS PARR. cx 


But what have I to do with that? let paſs 

Atthe age aforeſaid he firſt married was 

To Jane, John Taylor's daughter; and *tis ſaid, 
That ſhe, before he had her, was a maid. 

With her he liv'd years three times ten and two, 
And then ſhe died, as all good wives will do, 
She dead, he ten years did a widower ſtay, 

Then once more ventur'd in the wedlock way: 
And in affection to his firſt wife ane, 

He took another of that name again; 

With whom he now doth live, ſhe was a widow 
To one nam'd Anthony, and ſurnam'd Adda; 
She was, as by report it doth appear, 

Of Gillſel's pariſh, in Montgomeryſhire, 
The daughter of John, Lloyde, corruptly Flood, 
Of ancient houſe, and gentle Cambrian blood. 


- DIGRESS!ON. 


Bur hold, I had forgot, in's firſt wife's time, 

He frailly, foully, fell into a crime, 

Which richer, poorer, older men, and younger, 
More baſe, more noble, weaker men, and ſtronger 
Have fallen into. . 

The Cytherean, or che Paphean game 

That thund' ring Jupiter did oft inuame; 
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Moſt cruel cut- throat Mars laid by his arms, 
And was a ſlave to love's enchanting charms; 
And many a Pagan god, and ſemi-god, 
The common road of luſt ful love hath trod: 
For, from the emperor to the ruſſet clown, ; 
All ſtates, each ſex, from cottage to the crown, 
Have in all ages, ſince the firſt creation, 
Been foil'd, and overthrown with love's tempta- 
| tion : 

So was old Thomas, for he chincts to tpy 

A beauty, and love entred at his eye; 
Whoſe powerful motion drew on ſweet conſent, . 
Conſent drew action, action drew content; 
But when the period of thoſe joys were paſt, 
Phoſe ſweet delights were fourly ſauc'd at laſt, 
The fleſh-retains, what in the bone is bred, 

And one colt's tooth was then in old Tom's head; 
It may be he was gull'd, as ſome have been, 

And ſuff' red puniſhment for others ſin ; 
For pleaſure's like a trap, a gin, or ſnare, _. 
Or, like a painted harlot, ſeems moſt fair; 
But when ſhe goes away, and takes her leave, 
No ugly beaſt ſo foul a ſhape can have. 
Fair Katherine Milton was this beauty bright, 
Fair like an angel, but in weight too light; 
Whoſe fggyent-feature did inflame fo far 
The ardent fervour of old Thomas Parr, 
That 
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*THE LIFE OF THOMAS PARR» 13 


That for law*sfatisfaQtion, *twas thought meet, 
He ſhould be purg'd by ſtanding in a theet 
Which aged, he, one hundred and five year, 

In Alberbury's pariſh church did wear. 

Should all that ſo otfend, ſuch penance do, 


Oh what a priee would linen riſe unto; 0 
. All would be turnid to ſheets; our ſhirts and ſmocks, q 
Our table linen, very porters frocks ; | i 
N Would hardly, ſcape transforming; bot alls one, l 
: He ſuffer%d, ahh his n dene. ö 
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Bur. to proceed more ſerious in relation, 
He is a wonder, worthy admiration, 
He's in theſe times fill'd with iniquity, 
No antiquary, but antiquity ; 
For his longevity's of ſuch extent, 
That he's a living mortal monument. 
And as high tow'rs, that ſeem the ſky to ſhoulder, 
By eating time, conſume.away, and moulder, 
Until at laſt in piece meal they do fall, 
Till they are buried in their ruins all: 
So this old man, his limbs their ſtrength have left, 
His teeth all gone but one, his ſight bereft, f 
25 His 
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His ſinews ſhrunk, his blood moſt chill and cold; 


Small ſolace, imperfections manifold: 

Vet ſtill his ſp'rits poſſeſs his mortal trunk, 
Nor are his ſenſes in his ruins ſhrunk; ; 
But that his hearing's quick, his ſtomach good, 
He'll feed well, ſleep well, well digeſt his food. 
He will ſpeak heartily, laugh, and be merry; 
Drink ale, and now and then a cup of ſherry ;. 
Loves company, and underſtanding talk, 

And, on both ſides held up, will ſometimes walks; 
And though old age his face. with wrinkles fill, 
He hath been handſome, and is comely {till ; 
Well fac'd ; and though his beard not oft corrected, 
Yet neat it grows, not like a beard neglected. 
From head to heel, his body hath all over 

A quick-ſet, thick-ſet nat'ral hairy cover, 

And thus, as my dull weak invention can, 

I have anatomiz'd this poor old man. 

Though age be incident to moſt . 
Yet time well ſpent, makes age to be a bleſſing; 
And if our ſtudies would but deign to look, 

And ſeriouſly to ponder nature's book, 
We there may read, that man, the nobleſt. crea- 
ture, | * 
By riot and exceſs doth was nature. 
This man ne'er fed on dear compounded diſhes, 
Of metamorphos'd beaſts, fruits, fowls, aud fitbes ; 
The 


THE LIFE OF THOMAS PARR. 15 


The earth, and air, the boundleſs ocean 
Were never rak'd nor forag'd for this man; 
Nor ever did phyſician to his coſt, | 
Send purging phyſick through his guts in poſt ; 
In all his life time he was never known, | 
That drinking others healths, he loſt his own; 
The Dutch, the French, the Greek, and Spaniſh 
Srape, | 

Upon his reaſon hever made a rape; 

For riot, is for Troy an anagram; 

And riot waſted Troy, with ſword and flame: 

And ſurely that which will a kingdom ſpill, 

Hath much more pow'r one filly man to kill 
Whilſt ſenſuality the palate pleaſes, 

The body's fill'd with ſurfeits, and diſeaſes ; 

By riot, more than war, men ſlaughter'd be, 

From which confuſion this old man is free, 

He once was caught in the venereal fin, 

And, being puniſh'd, did experience win 

That careful fear his conſcience ſo did ſtrike, 
He never would again attempt the like. 
Which to our underſtandings may expreſs, 

Men's days are ſhorten'd through laſciviouſneſs ; 
And that a competent contenting diet 

Makes men live long, and ſleep in quiet, 
Miſtake me not, I ſpeak not to debar 

Good fare of all forts : for all creatures are 
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Made for man's uſe, and may by man be us d. 

Not by voracious gluttony abus'd. 

For he that dares to ſcandal or deprave- 

Good houſe-keeping : oh hang up ſuch a knave; 

Rather commend what is not to be found, 

Than injure that which makes the world renown d. 

Bounty hath got a ſpice of lethargy,, 

And liberal, noble, hoſpitality,. 

Lies in conſumption, almoſt pin'd to death, 

And charity benumb'd, ne'er out of breath. 

May. England's few good houſe-keepers be bleſt 

With endleſs glory, and eternal reſt; 

And may their goods, lands, and their happy ſeed, 

With heav'n's beſt bleſſings multiply and breed. 

*Tis madneſs to build high with ſtone and lime 

Great houſes, that may ſeem the clouds to climb, 

With ſpacious halls, large galleries, brave rooms, 

Fit to receive a king, peers, ſquires and grooms; 

Amongſt which rooms, the devil hath put a witch 
in, 

And made a ſmall tobacco-box the bicohen 3 & 

For covetouſneſs the mint of. miſchief is, 


And chriſtian bounty the highway to bliſs. 


To wear a farm in ſhoe- ſtrings, edg'd with. gold, 
And ſpangled garters worth a copyhold ; | 
A hoſe and doublet, which a lordſhip coſt ; 
A gawdy cloak, three manors price almoſt; 
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A beaver, band, and feather for the head, 
Priz'd at the churches tythe, the poor man's bread, 
For which the wearers are fear'd, and abhor'd, 
Like Jeroboam's golden calves ador d. 
This double, treble aged man, I wot, 
Knows and remembers when theſe things were not; 
Good wholeſome labour was his exerciſe, 
Down with the lamb, and with the lark would riſe 3 ? 
In mire and toiling ſweat he ſpent the day, i 
And to his team_ he-whiſtled time away; | 
The cock his night-clock, and till day was done, 
His watch, and chief ſun dial, was the ſun. g 
He was of old Pythagoras“ opinion, = 
That green cheeſe was moſt wholeſome with an 
onion, | 
Coarſe Meſclin 3 ; 2nd a his daily air 
Milk, butter-milk, and water, whey, and whig: 
Sometimes metheglin, and by fortune happy, 
He ſometimes ſip'd a cup of ale moſt nappy, 
Cyder, or perry, when he did repair 
T'a Whitſun ale, wake, wedding, or a fair; 
Or when in Chriſtmas time he was a gueſt 
At his good landlord's houſe amongſt the reſt 3 f 
Elſe he had little leiſure time to waſte. ö 


r 89 


* 


Or at the ale-houſe, huff - cap ale to taſte; 
Nor did he ever hunt à tavern fox ; 3 
Ne er knew a coach, tobacco, or the pox ; 
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His phyſic 1 was good butter, which the ſoil 

Of Salop yields, more ſweet than candy oil 

And garlick he eſteem'd above the rate 

Of Venice treacle, or beſt mithridate ; 

He entertain'd no gout, no ache he felt 

The air was good; and temp'rate where he dwelt, 


Whilſt maviſſes, and ſweet tongu'd nightingales . 


Did chant him roundelays, and madrigals. 


Thus living within bounds of nature's laws, 


Of his long laſting life may be ſome cauſe. 

For though th' Almighty all men's days do mea- 
lars, 

And doth diſpoſe of life and death at pleaſure z 


Tet nature being wrong'd, man's days and date 
May be abridg'd, and God may tollerate. 


. 
* 


O'ercame the Saracens, and conquer'd them; 


But had the father of this Thomas Parr, 
His grandfather, and his great grandfather, 
Had their life's threads ſo long a length been ſpun, 
They, by ſucceſſion, might from ſire to ſon 
Have been unwritten chronicles, and by 
Tradition ſhew time's mutability. 
Then Patr might ſay he heard his father well, 
Say that his grandſire heard his father tell 
The death of famous Edward the Confeſſor, 
Harold, and William Conq'rour his ſucceſſor ; 
How his ſon Robert won Jeruſalem, 


How- 
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How Rufus reign'd, and's brother Henry next, 
And how uſurping Stephen this kingdom vext; 
How Maud the Empreſs, the firſt Henry's daughter, 
To gain her right, fill'd England full of ſlaughter: 
Of ſecond Henry's Roſamond the fair, 
Of Richard Cœur de Lion; his brave heir, 
King John; and of the foul ſuſpicion 
A rthur's death, John's elder-brother's ſon; 
Of the third Henry's long reign, ſixty years, 
The tbarons wars, the loſs of wrangling peers ; 
How Long-ſhanks did the Scots and French convince, 
Tam'd Wales, and made his hapleſs ſon their 
prince. | 
How ſecond Edward was Carnarvon-call'd, 
Beaten by Scots, and by his queen enthral'd ; 
How the third Edward fifty years did reign, 
15 And tꝰ' honourꝰd garters order did ordain; 
Next how the ſecond Richard liv'd and died; 
And how fourth Henry's faction did divide 
The realm with civil, moſt uncivil war, 
*T wixt long contending York and Lancaſter; 
How the fifth Henry ſway'd ; and how his ſon 
Sixth Henry, a fad pilgrimage did run. 8 
Then of fourth Edward, and fair miſtreſs Shore, 
King Edward's concubine, Lord Haſtings* ——; 
Then how fifth Edward, murther'd with a trick 
Of the third Richard; and then how that Dick 
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Was by ſeventh Henry flain at Boſworth field $ 


How he and's ſon, th* eighth Henry, here did wield 


The ſceptre; how ſixth Edward ſway'd ; 

How Mary rul'd ; and how that royal maid -- 

Elizabeth did govern, beſt of dames, 

And phcenix-like expir'd ; and how juſt James, 

Another phoenix, from her aſhes claims 

'The right of Britain's ſceptre as his own ; 

But changing for a better, left the crown, 

Where now *tis, with King Charles; and Ry 
it be 


With him, and his aivit bleſt poſterity 


Till-time ſhall end : be they on earth renown'd, 
And after with eternity be crown'd. 

Thus had Parr had good breeding, without reading, 
He, from his fire, and grandſire's fire proceeding, 
By word of mouth might tell moſt famous things, 


Done in the reigns of all thoſe queens and kings. 


But he in huſbandry hath been brought up, 
And ne'er did taſte the Heliconian cup; 
He ne'er knew hiſt'ry, nor in mind did keep 


| Ought, but the price of corn, hay, kine, or ſheep. 


Day found him work, and night allow'd him reſt ; 
Nor did affairs of ſtate his brain moleſt. 

His high'ſt ambition was, a tree to lop, 
Or, at the furtheſt, to a may-pole's top; 
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His recreation, and his mirth's diſcourfe, 
Hath been the piper, and the hobby-horfe. 
And in this ſimple ſort, he hath with pain 
From childhood liv'd to be a child again. 
*Tis ſtrange, a man, that is in years ſo grown, 
Should not be rich ; but to the world *tis known, 
T bat he that's borne in any land or nation, 
Under a twelve-pence planet's domination, 
By working of that planet's influence, 
Shall never live to be worth thirteen pence, 
Whereby, although his learning cannot ſhow it, 
He's rich enough to be, like me, a poet. 

But ere Ido conclude, I will relate 
Of reverend age's honourable ſtate; 
Where ſhall a young man good inſtructions have, 
But from the ancient, from experience grave? 
Roboam, ſon and heir to Solomon, 
Rejecting ancient counſel, was undone 
Almoſt; for ten of twelve tribes fell 
To Jeroboam King of Ifrael. 
And all wiſe princes and great potentates 
Select and chuſe old men, as magiſtrates; 
Whoſe wiſdom, and whoſe reverend aſpect, 
Knows how and when to puniſh or protect. 
The patriarchs long lives before the flood, 
Were given them, as tis rightly underſtood, 
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To ſtore and multiply- by procreations, 


That people ſhould inhabit and breed nations. 


That th' ancients their poſterities might ſhow 
The ſecrets deep of nature how to know, 

To ſcale the ſky with learn'd aſtronomy ; 

And ſound the ocean's deep profundity ; 

But chiefly how to ſerve, and to obey 

God, who made them out of ſlime_and clay. 
Should men live now, as long as they did then, 


The earth could not ſuſtain the breed of men; 


Each man had many wives, which bigamy, 
Was ſuch increaſe to their poſterity, 

That one old man might ſee before he died, 
That his own only offspring had ſupplied 
And peopled kingdoms. | 

But now ſo brittle's the eſtate of man, 
That in compariſon, his life's a ſpan. 

Yet ſince the flood it may be proved plain, 
That many did a longer life retain, 

Than him I write of; for Arpachſhad liv'd 
Four hundred thirty-eight ; Shelah ſurviv'd 
Four hundred thirty-three years ; Eber more, 


For he liv'd twice two hundred fixty-four. 


Two hundred years Terah was alive, 
And Abraham liy'd one hundred ſeventy-five, 


Before Job's troubles, holy writ relates, 


His ſons and daughters were at marriage ſtates ; 


. 
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And after his reſtoring, * tis. moſt clear, 

That he furviv'd one hundred forty year. 

John Buttadeus if report be true, 

Is his name that is ſtil'd, The wand'ring Jew, 
*Tis ſaid, he ſaw our Saviour die; and how 
He was a man then, and is living now 
Whereof relations you that will may read; 
But pardon me, tis no part of my creed. 
Upon a German's age, tis written thus, 
That one Johannes de Temporibus 

Was armour-bearer to brave Charlemaign, 
And that unto the age he did attain _ 

Of years three hundred fſixty-one, and then 
Old John of Times return'd to earth again. 
And noble Neſtor, at the ſiege of Troy, 

Had liv'd three hundred years both man and boy. 
Sir Walter Rawleigh, a moſt learned knight, 
Doth of an Iriſh counteſs, Deſmond write, 


Of ſeven ſcore years of age, he with her ſpake : > 


'The Lord Saint Albans doth more mention make, 

That ſhe was married in fourth Edward's reign, 

Thrice ſhed her teeth, which three times came 
again. 

The highland Scots and the wild Iriſh are 

Long liv'd with labour hard, and temperate fare. 

Amongſt the barbarous Indians, ſome live ſtrong 

And luſty, near two hundred winters long! 


B 5 


r 3 - 


24 THE VERY OLD MAN; OR, 


& > HAAS PAMOHT ANT THT 
So as I ſaid before, my verſe now w fays, | 
By wronging nature, "men cut off eit, days. 
Therefore as times are, he 1 now. write on, 
The age of all in Britain hath outgone ; ; 
- All thoſe that were alive when he had birth, 
Are turn'd again unto their mother earth ; | 
If any of them live, and do reply, 
I will be ſorry, and confeſs I Iye. 
For had he been a merchant, then perhaps — „ 
Storms, thunder-claps, or fear of after-claps, 
Sands, rocks, or roying pirates, g guſts and ſtorms, 
Had made Fin long ere this the food of Warr 
Had he a mercer, or a Glkman been, 
And truſted much, in hope great gain to win, 
And late and early ſtriv' d to get or ſave, 
His grey head long ere now had been ith gtave. 
Or had he been a judge or magiſtrate, 
Or of great counſel in affairs of ſtate; 97 
Then day's important buſineſs, and night's cares, 
Had long ere this, lutter'd his hoary hairs; 
But as L writ before, no cares oppreſt him, 
Nor ever did affairs of ſtate moleſt him. 
Some may object, that they will not believe 
His age to be ſo much, for none can give 
Agcount thereof, time being paſt fo far, 
- Apd at his birth there Was no regiſter, 
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The regiſter was ninety-ſeven years ſince 

Giv'n by th' eighth Henry, that illuſtrious prince, 

Th' year fifteen hundred forty wanting twaine, 

And in the thirtieth year of that king's reign; 

So old Parr now, was almoſt an old man, 

Near ſixty ere the regiſter began. 

I have writ as reaſon can require, 

And gentlemen o'th county did relate 

T*our gracious king by their certificate 

His age, and how time with grey hairs hath crown'd 
him ; 

And fo I leave him older than I found him. 
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